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 Minutes of Naas Municipal District Meeting 

held at 3.30 pm on Tuesday, 20 June 2017 

in the Council Chamber, Áras Chill Dara, Naas 

 

Members Present:  Councillor F Brett (Mayor) 

    Councillors A Breen, D Callaghan, B Hillis, C Kelly 

    S O'Neill, S Moore, R Power and D Scully.  

  

Officials Present: Ms S Kavanagh (District Manager), Mr H McConnell 

(Assistant Engineer), Mr K Kavanagh, Ms E Wright 

(Senior Executive Officers), Mr B Martin, Mr B O’Gorman,  

(Administrative Officers),  Mr W Hannigan (Senior 

Executive Engineer), Mr S Wallace (Senior Executive 

Parks Superintendent), Mr P Makhuza (Executive 

Engineer), Mr J Doyle (Senior Staff Officer), Ms A.M 

Gough (Staff Officer), Mr J Hannigan (Meetings 

Administrator) and Ms K O’Malley (Meetings Secretary). 

  

 

NS01/0617 

Suspension of Standing Orders 

The Mayor requested a proposer and seconder to suspend standing orders to 

facilitate the completion of an In Committee meeting. 

On the proposal of Councillor Power, seconded by Councillor Kelly standing orders 

were suspended from 3:30pm until 3:40pm. 

 

On the proposal of Councillor Kelly, seconded by Councillor Breen standing orders 

were suspended from 3:40pm until 3:45pm. 

 

On the proposal of Councillor Power, seconded by Councillor Breen standing orders 

were suspended from 3:45pm until 3:50pm. 
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The monthly meeting of Naas Municipal District commenced at 3.50pm.  The Mayor 

opened the meeting and offered his apologies that the in camera meeting ran over 

time. 

 

NS02/0617 

Minutes and Progress Report  

The members considered the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 16 May 2017 

together with the progress report. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Moore and seconded by Councillor Hillis that 

the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 16 May 2017, of the Naas Municipal 

District be confirmed and taken as read.  The progress report was noted.  

 

Councillor Moore suggested that the minutes and progress reports should be taken 

as two separate items on the agenda.  

 

NS03/0617 

Matters Arising 

Ms E Wright, Senior Executive Officer, Roads, Transportation and Public Safety, 

gave an update to the members on the Technical Assessment and Advisory Group 

(TAAG) and informed them that a further update will be given in September.  

Councillor O’Neill asked if an electronic version of the June report on TAAG can be 

issued.  Ms Wright confirmed that an electronic version will be circulated. 

 

NS04/0617 

URBACT Presentation 

Ms M Keane gave an update on the current status and progress on URBACT and 

informed the members that URBACT is part of an EU programme for sustainable 

integrated urban development.  Ms Keane also stated that URBACT is a partnership 

of 10 smaller cities in Europe working together to revitalise their city centres and 

outlined the issues and challenges facing Naas town.  Ms Keane discussed the 

working groups in Naas and the vision for reviving and rebranding Naas.  Councillor 

Moore thanked Ms Keane for her presentation and expressed the need for the 

URBACT group.  Councillor Brett stated that he sits on the URBACT group with 
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Councillor Callaghan and that there is a lot of good work going on but that it will take 

time.  

 

NS05/0617 

Annual Meeting 2017 

The members were informed by the Meetings Administrator that the annual meeting 

of Naas Municipal District will take place on 18 July 2017 in Naas Town Hall at 2.30 

p.m.  All members agreed. 

Resolved that the annual meeting 2017 of Naas Municipal District to take place on 

18 July 2017 at 2:30pm in the Town Hall. 

 

NS06/0617 

Municipal District Road Works 

Ms E Wright, apologised on behalf of Mr D Reel, Municipal District Engineer as he 

was unable to attend the meeting and informed the members that Mr H McConnell 

would give the municipal district road works report in his absence.  Mr McConnell 

updated the members on the municipal district road works.  Mr McConnell stated that 

works on the L2007 at Ballyhays, Straffan are complete as are works under package 

two of the Naas Municipal District Improvements Works 2017 on the L6012 at 

Sherlockstown, the L2002 at Bodenstown Cross to Millicent Bridge and the L2991 at 

Morrell Avenue (Ramp).  Mr McConnell stated that package three improvement 

works are ongoing and that the footpath improvement works 2017 are due to start in 

Q3 2017. 

 

NS07/0617 

Sallins Draft Parking Bye-Laws 2017 

The members considered the Sallins draft parking bye-laws 2017. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Kelly, seconded by Councillor O’Neill and 

agreed by all the members that the Sallins draft parking bye-laws be approved.  
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NS08/0617 

Letter to the National Transport Authority 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor O’Neill. 

Considering that bus services in the Kilcullen area have been decimated over the 

last number of years and the recent further cuts of service by JJ Kavanagh bus 

services,  that this council writes to the National Transport Authority (NTA) to request 

additional support to provide alternatives such as local link inter-town connectivity for 

this area. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor O’Neill, seconded by Councillor Kelly. 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that if they are in agreement a letter will be issued to the NTA 

and engage with Local Link regarding the provision of services in the area. 

 

Councillor O’Neill asked the members to support the letter to the NTA and all 

members agreed.   

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor O’Neill, seconded by Councillor Kelly and 

agreed by all the members that a letter issue to the NTA. 

 

NS09/0617 

Kilcullen Road Cycle Lane 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Scully. 

That a senior council roads official outline what implications the Kilcullen Road cycle 

lanes would have on the operations of the Corbans Lane Shopping Centre, if/when 

opened. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Scully, seconded by Councillor O’Neill.  

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the Roads department has requested that the consultant 

appointed to the proposed Kilcullen Road Cycle Lane consider this issue. 

Councillor Scully stated that he is unhappy with the report and that the question he 

asked has not been answered.  Councillor Scully stated that revitalisation of the town 
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centre is a major issue and that one of the key links to making the town centre great 

again is the opening of the shopping centre.  Councillor Scully further stated that to 

encourage people to come to Naas for shopping, quick free movement of traffic is 

necessary and that there is competition from Newbridge and Dublin in relation to 

shopping centres. 

 

Councillor Moore stated that he supports the motion and that it is unreasonable to 

say that we are going to look at this now.  Councillor Moore also stated that the 

laneway where Sarah Floods was must be opened. 

 

Ms Wright noted the comments and informed the members that the objective is to 

make cycling safer for people using the lane. 

 

Councillor Scully stated that the point is being missed and that it is about planning 

and not about bicycles getting to the shopping centre it’s about cars getting to the 

shopping centre. 

 

Ms Wright stated that she will bring the comments to the attention of the Director of 

Service. 

 

Councillor Scully requested for the item to remain on the agenda until dealt with. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Scully, seconded by Councillor O’Neill that 

this item remains on the agenda until dealt with.  Ms Wright to bring the comments to 

the attention the Director of Service. 

 

NS10/0617 

Part 8 Kilcullen Road Cycle Lane 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Moore. 

In view of the substantial changes proposed by the council’s roads department 

against previously published proposals to now provide options on the loss of parking 

spaces and changes on traffic routes at Kilcullen Road/Fairgreen Street/Ballymore 

Road junction, including traffic lane losses, the probability of the installation of new 

traffic lights and the use of the Fairgreen site, that the Director of Roads, 
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Transportation and Public Safety now accept that the proposed plan is substantially 

changed and warrants a new Part 8 proposal to the Naas public. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Moore, seconded by Councillor O’Neill. 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the Roads Department is currently engaging with the 

Planning Department on the Part 8 proposal and considering legal advice. 

 

Councillor Moore stated that it is a simple question, are we going to do a Part 8 yes 

or no.  Councillor Moore also asked how we are going to get the traffic into the town. 

 

Councillor Scully stated that he looked at the original Part 8 and there are significant 

changes, one change in particular is the removal of the Fairgreen to put in parking 

spaces.  Councillor Scully stated that people will be annoyed if this is done and that it 

needs to go back to the public again. 

 

Ms Wright informed the members that she will be meeting with the Director of 

Services regarding the Part 8 and that an update will be given to the members in due 

course.   

 

Councillor Brett agreed that substantial changes have been made.  

 

Councillor Power stated that there hasn’t been substantial changes made yet as the 

members haven’t met at an open meeting where the public attend.  He also stated 

that items that were discussed in committee were being discussed at the meeting. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Moore, seconded by Councillor O’Neill that 

the Roads Department update the members in due course following a meeting with 

the Director of Services. 
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NS11/0617 

Taking in Charge of Private Housing Developments 

The Mayor requested the members agreement to bring forward item number 18 on 

the agenda, taking in charge of Private Housing Development.  The members 

agreed. 

 

Mr W Hannigan read the taking in charge of private housing developments report to 

the members. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Breen, seconded by Councillor Moore that 

the taking in charge process proceed. 

 

NS12/0617 

Free WiFi in rural towns 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor O’Neill. 

Will the council be availing of the grants recently announced from the European 

Union Commission (EU) to provide free WiFi in rural towns for anywhere in the Naas 

Municipal District and if so a rough timeline when it would be delivered? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that as of 29 May 2017, The European Parliament, the 

Council and the Commission reached a political agreement on the WiFi4EU initiative 

and funding of €120 million which supports installing free public WiFi hotspots in 

local communities across the EU.  Local Authorities will be able to apply for grants 

once funding mechanisms and the definition of areas suitable for applications have 

been finalised.  The Department of Communications, Climate Action and 

Environment is currently clarifying the likely timelines (anticipated September 2017) 

on funding and will coordinate applications from Local Authorities to ensure regional 

coverage.  

 

The report was noted. 
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     NS13/0617 

Upgrade of Pedestrian Plinth 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Moore. 

Can the council’s roads department upgrade the pedestrian plinth, linking the Naas 

Fairgreen with the lakes area and Naas General Hospital, by colour highlighting, use 

of approach chicanes, cats eyes or signalled pedestrian crossing, as it is not visibly 

seen by approaching vehicles and has become unsafe for pedestrians? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the road in question has a 50kmph speed limit and is 

proximate to Naas Hospital.  There are signs indicating the presence of a ramp on 

both sides of this area.  There are also signs indicating that the road narrows at this 

location and associated road markings including sharks teeth on both sides of the 

ramp.  The Naas Municipal District Engineer will investigate this issue and make 

changes if required. 

 

Councillor Moore stated that there is a major problem on the plinth and asked that 

the Roads Department have another look at it.  Councillor Moore also stated that 

there has been complaints from the Gardaí, ambulances and residents groups in 

relation to the plinth. 

 

The report was noted.  

 

 

NS14/0617 

Trap door Access 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Moore. 

Can the Director of the Roads Department explain why businesses are still allowed 

to use trap door access to basement space without requiring hazard signage to 

forewarn people with children’s buggies that they must go out on the road vehicle 

space because both the unloading vehicle and the open trap door have taken their 

safe pedestrian footpath area? 
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A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that there is a number of existing trap door access points to 

basements in Naas.  As there are no associated bye-laws or regulations, 

responsibilty for the safe management of the doors, in accordance with health and 

safety requirements is a matter for business owners/occupiers. 

 

Councillor Moore stated that he is disappointed with the report and that it puts the 

responsibility on the people who own the pubs.  Councillor Moore also stated that the 

council are responsible for footpaths and that at least two of the trap door systems 

take over the whole footpath. 

 

Ms Wright stated that she will discuss the matter with the Municipal District Engineer 

but that health and safety issues are onerous on the owners of the businesses and 

the Roads Department have no input.  

 

Councillor O’Neill suggested writing to business owners and ask that they are more 

mindful of it.   

 

Councillor Kelly suggested having time restrictions on the use of the trap door. 

 

The report was noted.  

 

NS15/0617 

Naas Town Council Bye-Laws 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Brett. 

That the council revise the Naas Town Council bye-laws to reflect the change from  

town council to municipal district. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Brett, seconded by Councillor Hillis. 

 

A report was received from the Corporate Services Department informing the 

members that section 2 of the Local Government Reform Act 2014 provides that 

every enactment and every order, regulation, rule, bye-law or other instrument or 

agreement in force immediately before the commencement of a provision of this Act 
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shall, on and after the day of such commencement be read and have effect with 

such modifications as may be necessary to give effect to this Act or an order or 

regulations made under it and to have effect in conformity with it.   Therefore all 

Naas Town Council bye-laws in force prior to dissolution of the council become Naas 

Municipal District bye-laws automatically.  Therefore there is no requirement to 

revise Naas Town Council bye- laws to reflect the change to Naas Municipal District.  

However, if the members wish to make other amendments to bye-laws they could 

consider reviewing existing ones. 

 

Councillor Brett stated that he accepts the report. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Brett, seconded by Councillor Hillis that the 

report be noted. 

 

NS16/0617  

CCTV Cameras 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Brett. 

That the Naas Municipal District allocate monies from our Local Property Tax (LPT) 

fund 2018/2019 circa (€100K/YEAR) to allow the members to actively engage with 

community groups and an Garda Síochána in the roll out of CCTV cameras in 

designated areas throughout the municipal district and to avail of the Department of 

Justice funding for same. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Brett, seconded by Councillor Hillis. 

 

A report was received from the Corporate Services Department stating that this is a 

matter for the members. 

  

Councillor Brett stated that this is something to discuss and that cameras could be 

set up not just for crime but for dumping issues also.  Councillor Brett stated that it 

would be worth putting money towards the purchase of cameras. 

 

Councillor Moore acknowledged that the idea is good but that it may be a little 

premature.  Councillor Moore suggested that Councillor Brett bring it to the 

September meeting for discussion.  
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Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Brett, seconded by Councillor Hillis that the 

report be noted and that Councillor Brett raise this item again at the September 

meeting.  

 

NS17/0617 

Enforcement of Bye-Laws on temporary dwellings 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Moore. 

That the Director of Housing attend the June Naas Municipal District meeting and 

explain why the enforcement of the local bye-laws on temporary dwelling in the Naas 

Municipal District is not prioritised by the council and Gardaí. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Moore, seconded by Councillor Scully. 

 

A report was received from the Housing department informing the members that 

Kildare County Council do not have local bye-laws in place relating to temporary 

dwellings.  The legislation covering unauthorised parking in public areas is governed 

by existing legislation under Section 10 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) 

Act 1992 as amended by Section 32 of the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 

1998 and Section 21 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2002.  The Local 

Government (Sanitary Services) Act 1948 allows for the serving of 24 and 48 hour 

notices on illegal encampments and injunctions may be sought if not complied with.  

All appropriate notices, measures and procedures are being used to address the 

issue of unauthorised caravans in the Naas area.  The council is working with its 

legal advisers, other relevant agencies and appropriate authorities in carrying out the 

necessary actions in accordance with existing legislation.  The Traveller 

Accommodation Programme 2014-18 proposes the development of traveller specific 

accommodation in the Naas area to meet a specific need and the council are now 

actively researching this.  

 

Councillor Moore noted that the report issued states that Kildare County Council 

doesn’t have bye-laws but he stated that Naas Town Council had bye-laws and that 

everything transferred over.  Councillor Moore stated that certain caravans are 

appearing and disappearing in Naas and that there are two caravan owners hoping 

to get on the housing list.  Councillor Moore also stated that previously houses have 
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been provided and have then been left by the occupants who then present as 

homeless.  

 

Councillor Brett stated that this is a national issue that needs to be dealt with.  

Councillor Brett also stated that there is a lot of money being spent moving people 

from one part of the road to the next and that Gardaí are saying that their hands are 

tied.  

 

Councillor Moore stated that he agrees with the Traveller Specific Halting sites that 

the council are now actively researching and noted that he is more worried about 

queue jumping. 

 

Ms A M Gough stated that she is not aware of the bye-laws that Councillor Moore 

referred to from Naas Town Council but that she will look into it.  She also stated that 

individual cases cannot be commented on and that notices are being issued to the 

owners of the temporary dwelling but that people are moving on and notices are 

being issued again.  Ms Gough informed the members that the Housing Department 

are working with their legal advisors to deal with this issue. 

 

Councillor Scully stated that when people are moved on that they are leaving litter 

behind them.  Councillor Scully referred to the case on the ring road where the illegal 

selling of dogs was taking place, he stated that the council have responsibility in that 

instance with trading bye-laws.  

 

Councllor Scully also stated that Gardaí have registrations when they move on and 

that if the place had been left full of litter, why aren’t litter fines being issued? 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Moore, seconded by Councillor Scully that 

the report be noted and the Housing section to examine the Naas Town Council bye-

laws.  
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 NS18/0617  

Oughterard Graveyard 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Kelly. 

That the council review the access arrangements to Oughterard Graveyard, Kill, as 

many families with relatives buried there are experiencing difficulties with the current 

keyholding arrangement. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Kelly, seconded by Councillor Callaghan. 

 

A report was received from the Environment Department informing the members that 

permanent pedestrian access to this graveyard is available at all times. Person(s) 

who require vehicular access can contact the local keyholder to make arrangements 

to have the gate opened.  The gates at this location must be kept closed due to the 

private landholding on either side of the access avenue.  

 

Councillor Kelly stated that the problem is with vehicular access and that there is 

only one keyholder.  Councillor Kelly asked if a second key can be issued. 

 

Mr B O’Gorman stated that he will examine the possibility of getting a second key. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Kelly, seconded by Councillor Callaghan that 

the Environment Department to examine the possibility of getting a second key for 

Oughterard Graveyard. 

 

NS19/0617 

Anti dumping Grants 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor O’Neill 

Will the council be applying to the Department of Communications, Climate Change 

and Environment Anti Dumping for any anti dumping grants for initiatives for the 

Naas Municipal District? 

 

A report was received from the Environment Department informing the members that 

they are currently examining locations to identify a suitable project to submit.  Any 

application submitted will be considered by the department on the basis of the 

national scheme.  
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The report was noted. 

 

NS20/0617 

Ballycane Playground Clean up 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor O’Neill. 

That the Parks Department please consider changing the clean up of Ballycane 

playground to a Monday morning. As the anti social behaviour is more prevalent over 

the weekend and as such it would be more effective to change from the Friday to a 

Monday schedule. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor O’Neill, seconded by Councillor Moore. 

 

A report was received from the Economic, Community and Cultural Development 

Department informing the members that arrangements will be made to have the 

playground cleaned on a Monday. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor O’Neill, seconded by Councillor Moore that 

the report be noted. 

 

NS21/0617 

Proposed Dog Park  

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Scully 

That any proposed dog park for the Monread area be situated in an area away from 

resident’s homes and that the elected members would have the final say on its final 

location. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Scully, seconded by Councillor Hillis. 

 

A report was received from the Economic, Community and Cultural Development 

Department informing the members that an alternative location is proposed.  This will 

be advertised for a further two weeks once the current consultation concludes on the 

30 June.  This will also be advertised similarly to the current proposal and circulated 

to those who have made a submission to date.  The original proposal was presented 

to councillors in April with a commitment that a report on the outcome of the 
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consultation would be presented before any work on the facility commences.  This 

remains the case.  

 

Councillor Scully queried that since the location has changed, have the residents in 

the new area been informed.  

 

Mr S Wallace, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent confirmed that residents in the 

new area will be informed. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Scully, seconded by Councillor Hillis that the 

report be noted. 

 

NS22/0617 

Naas Twinning Group 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Breen. 

Can the council consider a more formal procedure regarding the engagement with 

Naas Twinning Group in relation to twinning visits to Naas by council representative 

from twinned towns? 

 

A report was received from the Economic, Community and Cultural Development 

Department informing the members that the Municipal District Manager is happy to 

work with Councillor Breen and the Municipal District members to agree a protocol 

around engagement with elected representatives from twinned towns. 

 

Councillor Breen accepted the report. 

 

Councillor Power stated that himself and Councillor Breen attended the last meeting 

of the Twinning group and that the Twinning group need the support of the members.  

 

Councillor Brett suggested that a small amount of funding should be put towards 

Twinning.  

 

Councillor Power suggested that an invitation be issued to the Twinning group to 

attend the September meeting to outline what is needed from the members.  
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The report was noted and an invitation to issue to the Twinning Committee to attend 

the September meeting. 

 

NS22/0617  

Naas Town Plebiscite  

The members considered changing the Irish language version of Naas Town from 

An Nás to Nás na Ríogh.  The Municipal District Manager advised the members that 

there is a number of stages to the process and that by starting the process it does 

not mean that it has to be completed.  Ms Kavanagh informed the members that she 

has looked into prescribed bodies and that she has sought legal advise to establish 

exactly what a public notice should contain, when she receives this information she 

will inform the members.  

The District Manager clarified for members that what was agreed at the previous 

meeting was that the public consultation would begin. 

 

Councillor Scully questioned if there is any cost associated with the consultation 

process, to which Ms Kavanagh replied that the only cost at this point is advertising 

costs. 

Resolved that the District Manager inform the members of information received 

following legal advice regarding what the public notice should contain. 

 

 

 

The meeting concluded. 


